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Archivi st c - the ‘•nixed States 
Dho "artery 1 .'.revives 
.asuington, D. 3. 204:05 

Dear Or. Hhoads, 

I era deeply grateful tact you could inform me the memorandum of 
transfer of the pictures end X-rys of the John i ? . Kennedy eutcpsy "is not 
the property of the United Stat s” on the 82nd day following the first of 
my many requests for access to and a copy of it. ouch expeditious response 
to inquiries is a boon to research, as ycu no douct intended, and is typical 
of the gove-nnont's aeaication to freedom of information as it is of tie 
loudly sin often declared policy of heaping no unnecessary secrets about the 
murder of the President or its official ''investigation". She scholarly 
doncern of the National Archives under your leadership is nowhere, to my 
knowledge, more clearly reflected. 

However, your letter does present a few problems, for ms and if X 
may sug-est it, for you and the government. You nay recall feat in our 
pa"=cn” 1 conversation in Judge Kalleck’s court and in letters I told you I 
-T--W about this memorandum of transfer. That date exactly coincides with 
the date on which one of the then ranking officials of the Treasury Department 
ssvs these pictures and X-rays of the autopsy were turned over to me inn- 
redv -’omily. Until the date of the memorandum this film was in tne custoay of 
the United States Secret Service, which is part of the Treasury ^partaent. 

On that date the Secret Service surrendered possession ox tnese same film. 

fro you telling me that the representative of the 1'enr.eny family 
rave the representative of the Eenaedy family a receipt for the film, given 
him by tee Secret Service, or that he wrote himself snu only nimseli a memo- 
randum covering the transaction? *rs you else telling me that the -ennedy 
fa mil v is so lacking in confidence in itself, its lawyers and tne me-nrecy 
Library that "for safekeeping" this "private paper was merely left, at -ha 
Archives ^nilding"? This, no doubt, is r. thought the import of v.micn would 
not be lost upon those who have made or might be called upon to mam© finan- 
cial contributions to the Xepnedy library. 

If I assume with you that the particular copy of this memorandum 
of transfer to which vou allude is "not t© property of the nited States", 
to edSress tys.ir to .tier '%ls alio too to. proT^rty of 

tie V-lttd Itetes [ai la DJ oeli.i aw » too rioiB.tj o. taw 
So-*' on--, with or without the sanction of isw, unier-oom -o a.my -ce ^ 

m-"cr‘ty o" the United States. There must be a record, an accoun-ing, of -ue 
p — .twi -y u _ * moment let us not concern 


cisp-o.iition of all fodoral property, -o, for 


our.'.AlVo-, ,vor vd.othor or not the - articular copy of tr.o memorandum la not 

u, Of the United ..t^oa". -w.ntnui, u 8 con.: ora .Itu 

,• t...:r ccploa. 1 h* v.i boon r«.;H.»todly m.urou by ««.« bead o- 

g.nvKu that hi a agency haa turned ovary record relating to w —*■»-*■* 




wo pour ..gar. cy. I wild now quibble - v 


zoo,/ j — 2i* ■_ ~y .—o » a wil_ oo 
of ode JeoreP Service. I note 
-uz t.ls document is 'not clesai- 
eroiy that the Kennedy 


lieu uz.cz the “uidlir.se on -'no thin • lihr oik t. _„ w vl _^ 

* .:.iij.y copy is, ir. y-vur vie.., private property. ..hr- some point there should hove 
f-vor. c caul deration of hot; govom.-.er.t property could bo given arsy. I would like 
to . . o vo copies of any or. u all Memoranda or records of any kin 1 or character 
Cjou_r._; witu tuis. If, by any chance, gc vc.-unon : property v.r.s dealt with so 
--hhvly that tuere are no seen recorcs, u would appreciate your assurance of it. 

— ^ -* i* you could respond to t-.is so '.pie request in senetning acoreciably 
less then airiest three .Months, it would bo helpful to me. It would not reflect 
unfavorably on the government’ s record in this end related Matters, either. If 
ct tuc some tine you could tell me way it required this .time, almost three months, 
to -earn tua t the particular copy of tno Memorandum, is^governnent pro oar ty, I 
believe I would find that worthwhile knowledge. 


U’n 


In all of this j. have adcitionvl query after reading your affidavit 
filed in Judge HaLlack( s court and that filed in the case of Dr. John Nichols, 
in -opeka, lenses. *e each you suggest it is vital for the govern, ent to be 
able to accept papers for Presidential archives so that such pa pars may be 
preserved arl : vails bio for research, hare you say exactly the opposite, that 
the papers are accepted so they cen he unavailable for research, if you could 
take the tin- to resolve this searing conflict in purpose, that under oath 
being given -is for availability and that not under oath for unavailability, 

* "i~ht be ar.le to understand the mole thing o little better. “ ’ 
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partly b ecuu se- 


mi t iord.se jvfc«. ace in you.. i-.tter is of great interest to ..its, 
iv. reli t<#s tc wnat a. a .nv::’, t-: the best of .up rocollection, 
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some negatives listed 


ret color negatives referred 
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— pyor.dix B in 

tuc- . . .cun euy x.tp.ily deed cf gift ox' October .ty, 1900. " If you con suowJ.y tua 
source cf your understanding,, i wculu welcome it. Ctoparison cf the two document s 
_cf reference tax my understanding, • nd I am fascinated at your awurensas of it. 
Hov;, may I ask, did this coat to ycur attention? 


I do appreciate your kindness in passing along your understanding, 
especially because it is unsolicited and I encounter so much difficulty in 
getting so much of what I do seek. 



Hon ever, the panel report mentions but seven "negatives" as distinguished 
from other film. Its Inventory is describeu as of "prints and transparencies”. In 
a pare gr pah after the eight-part listing it says "negatives corresponding to tbs 
above were present", witnout saying to all cf the above cr how there happened to 
be (if where were) negatives corresponding to transparencies, which, as I under- 
stand it, are made with positive film. 


I an further perplexed by too failure of both decunents, where a 
precise record seems to have teen the overt purpose, to give a total number of 
pictures and subtotals of each kind an: sine. I cannot add any combination of 
nu poors fret the panel inventory end arrive an either the announced figure for 
pictures taken or that rocorded by tae -21 agents present at the autopsy and the 
picture-taking (it will p .rasps simplify things for you if 1 do not raise tre 

cuestion about the X-rays). If the tabulated film identified in parenthesis 
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it-el^'co^-" • ■ :. aGr *" 1C£l 1 “ r * " hc unleUsred, different number, in 

£‘c ' M r f. f 6 ^ t= i0 £ ««1 of 45 pictures. If ^ seven 

if C;:;; r.>t: °-^ s x “ al f ic “ a - them then 3re 53. 

« * «* ~-**l are not identical with 

ro^e^t"-h s 7o'e%:: - **. a0i ^ " “ y£ r ^ rcly ~ et they "®PPear to 

a ; le -: ' ao .:i^ 7e «* actional seven? And if those identi- 
iist di^P^-nr f Jw ‘• a ' i , Ciii4 - OILt numcers ti.an t nose -adjoinin'- them in the 

end/cr* subtraction -~ at ? tioBel 1S? Iio combination of addition 

-action 7- -Xu- xo*. me uc iji or t:e announce a nun he r of pictures. 

ntudy of Appendix 3 (and x have, indeed, studied H) nrovida^ rnlv 
more rut new confusion. It hos four items of pictures, net on- ?S4 

cc^e- single mc-enincfUl number. To list "envelopes” without reference to their 
on -e.it, i_ as bes. a subterfuge and at worst a conscious decoction. Do all the 
envelopes nave any pictures of any kind in them? Does nS5? have ‘more than a single 

Si?: - M ^ e are 1 °' C£r obvioU£ questions, but these illustrate the coint. But 
-umbers oi envelopes only are given in the first three "ire-rizaHor^" Him 
? -Weaalx 3 one as meaningless as designation is in the rcRoiaiac oasi vhe-e 
tse oesc ipticn -I roll" is used. Rolls are of varying lengths ana within any 
oiven ..engta varying numbers cf exposures are possible. Som Appendix 3 also 
ex-enas^itself to give m number, nothing from which meaning can be derived. 

t./v, oa-ches (fro.: the list; are ‘'v.lth no image", in itself a ra-ar’-able 
entirely unsxplair.ed situation, there is .vm less likelihood of ,:J.:ing uni 

Cf :a ? anl «.':ful co- perisou bcv.vc n fx tv.c- Hating- of supposedly identical 
°* - 1;; ivX <! autopsy, osch iv presented so complete ona’ untainted. 

Qu “ er listing records ndje.tnis oven more baffling to me. I refer to 
tnese because tney are the two to which you restricted yourself. The bewilderment 
Cli I no 6i.or- to mde, is further complicated by ana lysis of ycur choice 

ci weras. lou refer not to total pictures and film of e-ny and all kinds, never 
to prints cr transparencies, merely to "negatives". Y 0 u"say those of the oenel 
repert^ i!are tne same negatives listed in Appendix 3". .hat you do not aay’is 
tnat tncro are no others, either negatives, positives or transparencies. Is 
tan. merely an oversight. Do the numbers of both "lists" exactly coincide? Does 
eitner nave ..v.at is not ir. th o her? how is tnat film "with no image" included 
m tne supposedly uefinitive panel-report list o a next? 

* rG - 1 * u "nis I nope you can understand I do, sincerely, welcome any 
e 14r f fi cation. Y 0 ur letter does not convey it, but I do, very much, want it. 
x crimps you nera see an additional reason for my anxiety to obtain what; I am 

confidant I am entitled to, a copy cf the memorandum of transfer aai eta ry thing 
relating to in. I certainly would appreciate any meaningful explanation o -f the 
s cove you c&,. provide, whatever its form. I am no less sincere in honing you will 
respond within the reasonable time we both know is possible and presents no 
hardship to your or your staff. 


Once again, H unao licit uly, - again urge upon you consideration of 
,,.-ut auca e record cays one. records for posterity of the government end of every 
individual in any responsible capacity, especially ..’hen our concern is with tin 
murder of a President and its official investigation. 




